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Oyster Wheel 

A multi-day tour of London for hybrid bikes 

Planned to support Pancreatic Cancer 
 

Day 8: Iconic Ascent 

Caterham to Tattenham Corner 
 

Distance 67.0km 

Ascent 524m 

High Point 209m 

Low Point 36m 

 

 

The climb of Box Hill has become iconic in British Cycling following the 

London 2012 Olympics. This route culminates in its ascent but takes time first 

to explore the villages of Surrey, their pubs and churches, before heading 

back across Epsom Downs to London.  
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Foreword 

“When the spirits are low, when the day appears dark, when work becomes 

monotonous, when hope hardly seems worth having, just mount a bicycle and 

go for a spin down the road, without thought on anything but the ride you are 

taking.” 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s words had never seemed so apt. A bombshell had 

hit our lives; we had both just retired, and were planning trips on our new 

tandem. Instead my wife’s pancreatic cancer diagnosis meant we would 

often be in London for chemotherapy and certainly not touring. 

I needed a challenge for an occasional day-trip basis; to “go for a spin” on the 

long days that beckoned in London. I researched a London orbital tour, but 

found only single day “M25” marathons, so I decided to create one myself.  

Some rules were required - it should: 

• Be easily accessible each day by public transport from central 

London, using contactless/Oyster as tickets; 

• Prefer off-road but be suitable for touring bikes with 38c tyres; 

• Prioritise Sustrans routes, local authority routes and bridleways over 

roads; 

• Travel 50-70km each day, so 4-5hrs cycling time at a steady pace 

Thus was created the Oyster Wheel, with eight Oyster rail/tube stations in a 

loop. Eight individual days over four months later, I had completed it, and on 

the way had discovered some of the most beautiful scenery, cafes and 

viewpoints that the South-East has to offer. 

I’ve now decided to share the route so that others can benefit from the 

spiritual healing that it provided me with. I hope they can be inspired to put 

their cares away and jump on a bike and see the variety of countryside 

surrounding London. 
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The Oyster Wheel consists of eight days as follows: 

Start Finish Distance Climb Difficulty  

Tattenham Corner Hampton Court 69.2km 597m 🚴♂ 🚴♂ 🚵♂ 🚵♂  

Hampton Court  Uxbridge 51.6km 125m 🚴♂ 🚴♂  

Uxbridge Rye House 65.9km 155m 🚴♂  

Rye House Rainham 60.3km 454m 🚴♂ 🚴♂ 🚵♂ 🚵♂  

Rainham Dartford 63.8km 281m 🚴♂ 🚴♂ 🚵♂ 🚵♂  

Dartford Knockholt 53.6km 639m 🚴♂ 🚴♂ 🚵♂ 🚵♂ 🚵♂  

Knockholt Caterham 57.0km 604m 🚴♂ 🚴♂ 🚵♂ 🚵♂ 🚵♂  

Caterham Tattenham Corner 64.6km 524m 🚴♂ 🚴♂ 🚵♂  

Key for detailed maps 
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Overview Map 
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Part 1: Caterham to Redhill 

 Km Route Directions 

   On leaving Caterham Station, turn right on B2030 Church Hill, 
then left onto Harestone Valley Road  

1 1.8  Keep right onto Weald Way 

2 2.6  Cross over Gravelly Hill onto unpaved trail Hextalls Lane 
which becomes The Conduit 

3 3.6  Turn left onto White Hill Lane which becomes Brewer Street 

4 4.4 21 Turn right onto service road Water Lane 

5 5.3 21 Sharp right onto service road 

6 6.2 21 Continue on unpaved trail 

7 6.8 21 Turn left onto Warwick Wold Road 

8 7.2 21 Turn right onto Bletchingley Road 

9 7.6 21 Turn left onto unpaved trail 

10 9.0 21 Cross over Nutfield Marsh Road bearing right to unpaved 
trail Chilmead Lane 

11 9.6 21 Cross over Cormongers Lane, then sharp right onto cycleway 

12 9.9 21 Turn left 

 

A ride needs a start and more particularly an end, so when I was planning the 

tour, I had to decide where on the loop this should be. I wanted somewhere 

that would provide a purpose for the last day, so in the end there was only 

one choice - the ascent of Box Hill which has reached iconic status through 

the 2012 Games and the subsequent RideLondon classics.  

Hence, on a fine early September day, and having completed the previous 

seven days, I set out from Caterham. I first had to climb out of the valley and 

used the tarmac road past Caterham school, rather than the woodland track 

that I had descended previously. At the top, there is an Iron Age fort on the 

hilltop to the west, where double ramparts enclose an area of about 8ha. 

Heading across the road led to a rough but rideable bridleway down the 

scarp slope and I was soon back on Route 21. Initially a mix of tracks and 

minor lanes took me across the M25 and M23, but I was soon heading 

through Mercers Country Park with views back to the North Downs across 

the flooded gravel pits that are now a wildlife reserve, especially for 

waterbirds. One of the flooded pits is now also a watersports centre. 
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Part 2: Redhill to Norwood Hill 

 km Route Directions 

13 11.4 21 Turn right onto cycleway then bear right onto Cavendish Road. 
At end continue on cycleway, then turn left onto Noke Drive 

14 11.9 21 At traffic lights, turn right onto A25 Redstone Hill, then at 
roundabout turn left onto A23 Marketfield Way 

15 12.3 21 At roundabout keep left on A23 Brighton Road 

16 12.7 21 Turn left onto Brook Road 

17 13.0 21 Turn left onto Hooley Lane, then right onto Earlsbrook Road 

18 13.4 21 Turn right onto St. John's Road, then immediately left 
onto Earlsbrook Road, and right onto Princes Road 

19 14.0 21 Turn right onto Asylum Arch Road, then left onto cycleway  

20 14.9 21 Cross Three Arch Road at crossing, then turn right onto 
cycleway Whitebushes. At end, turn right onto Bushfield Drive 

21 15.5 21 Turn right onto Yeoman Way and right onto Spencer Way, 
before turning left onto Green Lane 

22 16.7 21 Turn right onto road which becomes unpaved trail Gail Lane 

23 18.4 21 Turn left on Cross Oak Lane then right onto unpaved trail Lake 
Lane 

24 20.3 21 Continue on cycleway across Langshott and Wheatfield Way, 
then merge into Langshott Lane 

25 20.9 21 Turn right onto Smallfield Road which becomes Station Road 

26 21.2 21 Turn right onto cycleway under railway, then turn left 
onto High Street 

27 21.5 SCW Turn right onto Victoria Road 

28 22.1 SCW Cross A23 Brighton Road to Vicarage Lane 

29 22.6 SCW Turn left onto Blundell Avenue then bear right into Bremner 
Avenue 

30 22.8 SCW Turn left onto Lee Street which becomes Mill Lane 

31 24.3 SCW CAUTION: Cross A217 Reigate Road into Horse Hill 

32 26.2 SCW Turn left onto Collendean Lane which becomes Norwood Hill 

 

A short distance later I was cycling through Redhill, past the station and along 

the pavement cycleways that take Route 21 through the town and back out 

into the countryside. The route now took on a rural feel, with gravel traffic-

free tracks interspersed with short sections of road, lit by dappled sunlight 

penetrating through the canopy of the woods. At Horley, I crossed the 

mainline to Gatwick, and left Route 21 in the town centre, picking up instead 

the Surrey Cycleway. 
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Part 3: Norwood Hill to Brockham 

 km Route Directions 

33 28.9 SCW Turn right onto Stan Hill which becomes Blanks Lane 

34 31.5 SCW Turn right onto Partrige Lane, then right onto Broad Lane 
which becomes Clayhill Road 

35 34.9 SCW Turn right onto Clayhill Road  

36 36.0 SCW Cross over Small Hills Road into Church Road 

37 36.7 SCW Turn right onto Flanchford Road  

38 38.3 SCW Turn left staying on Flanchford Road  

39 39.4 SCW Bear left, onto Trumpets Hill Road which becomes Wonham 
Lane 

40 41.8 SCW Turn left onto The Street which becomes Snowerhill Road 

41 42.5 SCW Fork right onto Wellhouse Lane 

42 43.9 SCW Fork right onto Wheelers Lane 

43 45.1 SCW Turn right onto Brockham Lane, then sharp left onto Old 
School Lane which becomes Bushbury Lane 

 

The next 20km showcased the best of rural Surrey. Quiet minor roads, and a 

series of small villages with their own pub, church and village green. First, I 

passed Hammond’s Copse, a mixed woodland with both ancient oak and 

hazel woodland together with overplanted conifers. This supports red deer 

and sparrowhawks together with spring bluebells. 

Next, I got to Leigh, with its pubs and large village green with a disused water 

pump above a well, and where I ate my lunch on a bench in the churchyard. I 

continued on to Betchworth, passing the deer park of Wonham Manor on the 

way. The village centre is dominated by Betchworth House, built by the Lord 

of the Manor in 1675, and there is another pub in the village. 

Heading on, crossing the River Mole again, I soon got to Brockham, with its 

large village green and an excellent cafe in the community centre. The village 

green is famous for its Bonfire Night celebrations, with over 20,000 people 

watching 4 tonnes of fireworks being set off for charity. 
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Part 4: Brockham to Headley Heath 

 km Route Directions 

44 47.0 SCW Turn right onto Parkpale Lane, then right onto Tilehurst Lane 

45 48.9 SCW Turn right onto Punchbowl Lane 

46 50.4 SCW Turn right onto cycleway alongside A25 Reigate Road, then 
cross over to B2038 Pixham Lane 

47 51.7 SCW Turn left onto cycleway, and cross A24 London Road at 
roundabout, turning right to follow cycleway across Denbies 
access road 

48 52.7 22 Continue into underpass under A24, turning left to continue to 
Burford Bridge 

49 52.9 22 At roundabout turn right onto B2209 Old London Road  

50 53.3  Turn right onto Zig Zag Road which becomes Boxhill Road 

51 59.9  Turn right onto B2033 Headley Common Road, then left 
onto B2032 Dorking Road, eventually continuing over 
roundabout 

 

Finally, I reached the outskirts of Dorking and joined NCN 22 along the 

cycleway to Westhumble at the foot of Box Hill, passing the entrance to 

Denbies Vineyard on the way. Box Hill takes its name from the ancient box 

tree woods on its steep slopes facing the Mole Gap and has been owned by 

the National Trust since 1914. The slopes around it have been extensively 

quarried for chalk since the arrival of the railway, and it was also another site 

for a fort on the London Defence Positions trench line described on day 7, 

which can be found close to the current visitor centre. The chalk downland 

supports many rare species, from orchids to butterflies and bats, and the 

slopes are actively grazed to prevent them returning to woodland. 

Whilst the climb of Box Hill has a certain reputation, in practice it comprises a 

steady gradient for 3km, without any overly steep sections, and took me a 

little over 10 minutes to get to the top. Once there, there is an excellent 

National Trust cafe serving tea and cake where I caught my breath, before 

cycling round the corner to the viewpoint, from which could be seen the rest 

of the Surrey Hills and all across to the South Downs. 

After the obligatory photograph, I set off for Tattenham Corner, travelling 

first through Box Hill village and then picking up a more major road to cross 

the M25 for the last time. 
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Part 5: Headley Heath to Tattenham Corner 

 km Route Directions 

52 61.4  Turn left onto B2022 Chequers Lane 

53 62.8  Turn left onto Ebbisham Lane 

54 63.2  Fork right staying on Ebbisham Lane, which eventually 
continues on a rough cycleway, keeping ahead until NCN22 is 
reached 

55 65.4 22 Fork right onto NCN22 

56 66.3 22 At roundabout take B290 Tattenham Corner Road  

57 66.7  Turn left onto Royal Drive, then right onto Emily Davison 
Drive 

End 67.0  Reach Tattenham Corner station 

 

I then turned off into Walton on the Hill, a pretty village with a large pond 

and village green. It is the site of an 11th century timber castle, built by the 

Normans and the remains of its motte can be seen in the grounds of Walton 

Place, a 13th century manor house located just before I turned off to pick up a 

small lane and bridleway that took me back across Epsom Downs. 

Finally, the bridleway intersected NCN 22 and I rode back to Tattenham 

Corner station and the train to London Bridge. Having completed the route in 

eight days over five months, I had cycled a distance of nearly 500km and 

climbed over 3300m. I had, to paraphrase Conan Doyle, gone for a spin down 

the road, and forgotten for a short while on each day the cares of the world. 

 

View from Box Hill  
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I have taken all responsible steps to ensure that these routes are safe and 

achievable by people with a reasonable level of fitness. However, all outdoor 

activities involve a degree of risk. To the extent permitted by law, I accept no 

responsibility for any accidents or injury resulting from following these 

routes. Walking and cycling routes change over time. Weather conditions 

may also affect path surfaces. Please use your own judgement when using 

the routes based upon the weather and the ability, experience and 

confidence levels of those in your group.

To donate to Pancreatic Cancer UK in support of the Oyster Wheel, then 

please go to 

https://fundraise.pancreaticcancer.org.uk/fundraisers/timboden. 

 


