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Oyster Wheel 

A multi-day tour of London for hybrid bikes 

Planned to support Pancreatic Cancer 
 

Day 7: Greensand Gearing 

Knockholt to Caterham 
 

Distance 58.5km 

Ascent 604m 

High Point 212m 

Low Point 31m 

 

 

The Greensand hills of the Weald are the heartland of Kentish cycling, with 

steep ascents and long steady descents. This ride crosses the Weald to 

explore some of the historic villages such as Chiddingstone, owned and 

preserved by the National Trust, and Hever, famed for its castle, before 

returning to climb back over the North Downs to Caterham.  
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Foreword 

“When the spirits are low, when the day appears dark, when work becomes 

monotonous, when hope hardly seems worth having, just mount a bicycle and 

go for a spin down the road, without thought on anything but the ride you are 

taking.” 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s words had never seemed so apt. A bombshell had 

hit our lives; we had both just retired, and were planning trips on our new 

tandem. Instead my wife’s pancreatic cancer diagnosis meant we would 

often be in London for chemotherapy and certainly not touring. 

I needed a challenge for an occasional day-trip basis; to “go for a spin” on the 

long days that beckoned in London. I researched a London orbital tour, but 

found only single day “M25” marathons, so I decided to create one myself.  

Some rules were required - it should: 

• Be easily accessible each day by public transport from central 

London, using contactless/Oyster as tickets; 

• Prefer off-road but be suitable for touring bikes with 38c tyres; 

• Prioritise Sustrans routes, local authority routes and bridleways over 

roads; 

• Travel 50-70km each day, so 4-5hrs cycling time at a steady pace 

Thus was created the Oyster Wheel, with eight Oyster rail/tube stations in a 

loop. Eight individual days over four months later, I had completed it, and on 

the way had discovered some of the most beautiful scenery, cafes and 

viewpoints that the South-East has to offer. 

I’ve now decided to share the route so that others can benefit from the 

spiritual healing that it provided me with. I hope they can be inspired to put 

their cares away and jump on a bike and see the variety of countryside 

surrounding London. 
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The Oyster Wheel consists of eight days as follows: 

Start Finish Distance Climb Difficulty  

Tattenham Corner Hampton Court 69.2km 597m 🚴♂ 🚴♂ 🚵♂ 🚵♂  

Hampton Court  Uxbridge 51.6km 125m 🚴♂ 🚴♂  

Uxbridge Rye House 65.9km 155m 🚴♂  

Rye House Rainham 60.3km 454m 🚴♂ 🚴♂ 🚵♂ 🚵♂  

Rainham Dartford 63.8km 281m 🚴♂ 🚴♂ 🚵♂ 🚵♂  

Dartford Knockholt 53.6km 639m 🚴♂ 🚴♂ 🚵♂ 🚵♂ 🚵♂  

Knockholt Caterham 57.0km 604m 🚴♂ 🚴♂ 🚵♂ 🚵♂ 🚵♂  

Caterham Tattenham Corner 64.6km 524m 🚴♂ 🚴♂ 🚵♂  

Key for detailed maps 
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Overview Map 
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Part 1: Knockholt to Sevenoaks 

 Km Route Directions 

   Leave Knockholt station, turn left along the service road, then 
turn left onto London Road 

1 2.0  At roundabout take Shacklands Road (exit 2) 

2 4.4  Turn right onto High Street becomes Filston Lane 

3 6.0  Turn left onto Water Lane and continue on unpaved trail 
across river and past golf course 

4 7.0  Fork right onto unpaved trail which becomes Park Lane 

5 8.5  Turn right onto High Street 

6 9.1  Turn left onto Rye Lane, continuing left then right which 
becomes Station Road 

7 11.6  Turn left onto Kingswood Road, then right onto Milton Road 

8 12.0  Turn left onto A224 London Road, and cross roundabout 

9 12.8  Bear left onto A224 Amherst Hill 

10 13.4  Turn right onto Brittains Lane 

 

I had undertaken several enjoyable rides around the Weald of Kent and 

wanted to include these on my tour, so the planning for this day revolved 

around working out how I was going to get to the Weald and then how I was 

going to get back. Fortunately, a little research found a great route from 

Sevenoaks to Chiddingstone, and then the Surrey cycleways provided the 

return. 

It was a sunny day in mid-May when I caught the train to Knockholt from 

London Bridge. This is another station that has no easy access to one of the 

platforms, so I had to carry my bike over the footbridge. The first part of the 

route retraced the Day 6 route to Otford, this time enjoying the flowing 

descent of the North Downs scarp slope back to the Darent Valley. 

Once at Otford, minor roads led on to Dunton Green and the outskirts of 

Sevenoaks where a short stretch of A-road led into the town. Sevenoaks has 

two principal attractions – its cricket ground surrounded by the oak trees 

which originally gave the town its name and Knole Park, now managed by the 

National Trust. 
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Part 2: Sevenoaks to Hall’s Green 

 km Route Directions 

10 13.4  Turn right onto Brittains Lane 

11 15.5  Turn right onto Oak Lane 

12 16.7  Turn right onto Gracious Lane Bridge which becomes White 
House Road 

13 17.4  Fork left onto Bayley's Hill  

14 18.9  Keep left onto Bowzell Road 

15 19.9  Turn right onto Hale Oak Road 

 

Sevenoaks was an insignificant village until the building of Knole House by the 

then Archbishop of Canterbury in 1456. The medieval archiepiscopal palace 

was taken over by Henry VIII and used as a residence for his daughter, the 

future Mary I. From 1603, it passed into the Sackville family who remodelled 

it in the Jacobean style and made it into their aristocratic treasure house with 

showrooms designed to impress visitors and to display the Sackville family’s 

wealth and status. Subsequently, collections of Stuart furniture and old 

master paintings were acquired, however by the time that the house and 

contents were gifted to the National Trust in 1946 they were falling into a 

poor state of repair. Renovations have recently been completed and the 

showrooms re-opened. 

Avoiding the town centre, I turned onto Brittains Lane, a gentle suburban 

climb to the summit of the Greensand Ridge. At the top, I entered cool 

woodland, crossed over the Sevenoaks bypass and reached Bayley’s Hill with 

views as far as the South Downs. The Greensand ridge runs from Romney 

Marsh on the Kent coast to Leith Hill in Surrey and on into Sussex. Its rocks 

are hard sandstones and it provides the highest points in each county it 

passes through. In Kent it tops out at Toy’s Hill, 5km to the west. 

The next 10km to Chiddingstone were a delight, another undulating descent 

on a quiet minor road with views in all directions and little need to pedal. In 

the distance, the 100-acre Bough Beech reservoir could be seen, a haven for 

birdwatchers. 
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Part 3: Hall’s Green to Staffhurst Wood 

 km Route Directions 

16 24.5  Turn right onto B2027, then left onto Chiddingstone Road 

17 26.6  Fork right staying on Chiddingstone Road  

18 27.5  Cross over Mill Lane into Wilderness Lane 

19 29.9  Turn right onto Rectory Lane 

20 31.4  Turn right onto Uckfield Lane which becomes Hever Road 

21 35.0  Turn right onto B2026 High Street keeping left onto B2026 
Mont St Aignan Way 

22 35.4  Turn left onto Lingfield Road, then right onto Crouch House 
Road which becomes Little Browns Lane 

23 38.0  Turn left onto Honeypot Lane 

24 39.1 SCW Bear right onto Dwelly Lane which becomes Red Lane 

 

At the bottom of the descent was the River Eden, whose valley I would follow 

for the next 20km. Following a short climb up the opposite bank, I was soon 

in Chiddingstone. This beautiful old village, owned by the National Trust since 

1939, has a pretty church and cafe much frequented by cyclists. It is the best 

example of a Tudor village in England and its perfectly preserved buildings 

have been used in several television programmes and films.  

In 1584, the Streatfeild family purchased the Manor House on the High 

Street, and then in the 1800s, demolished it, replacing it with Chiddingstone 

Castle. Today it hosts the various collections of Denys Bower including 

Japanese lacquer, armour and swords; Ancient Egyptian artefacts; Stuart & 

Jacobite and memorabilia; and Buddhist objects. 

I pushed on along the Eden Valley to Hever and had lunch outside the Tudor-

styled Henry VIII pub on the green next to the entrance to Hever Castle. The 

castle began as a country house, built in the 13th century. From 1462 to 

1539, it was the seat of the Boleyn family, with Anne Boleyn, the second wife 

of Henry VIII, spending her early youth there. It later came into the 

possession of King Henry VIII's fourth wife, Anne of Cleves. Today it attracts 

tourists to its mazes, gardens and lakes. 

My route led on to Edenbridge where I skirted the town before picking up the 

Surrey Cycleway just before Staffhurst Wood, where the open woodland 

again provided respite from the sun. 
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Part 4: Staffhurst Wood to Tilburstow Hill 

 km Route Directions 

25 40.4 SCW Bear left onto Merle Common Road which becomes Popes 
Lane 

26 42.9 SCW Turn right onto Gibbs Brook Lane 

27 43.7 SCW Sharp left onto Southlands Lane which becomes Tandridge 
Lane 

28 45.8 SCW Turn right onto New Road 

29 46.4 SCW Turn right onto Miles Lane 

30 47.0 SCW CAUTION: Cross A22 Eastbourne Road to Hart's Lane 

31 47.9 SCW Turn right onto Old Tilburstow Road 

32 48.9 SCW Turn left onto Rabies Heath Road 

 

Staffhurst Wood supports a mix of oak, ash and beech, with areas of hazel 

and hornbeam coppice, echoing the old ‘Wildwood’ that once covered much 

of the south, and which in springtime are full with one of Surrey’s most 

spectacular displays of bluebells. It is home to 200 plant species and 288 

species of moth as well as plants such as lesser celandines, common spotted 

orchids and wood anemones.  

From here I followed more quiet roads to cross the Eastbourne road, before a 

steep climb was required back up the Greensand at Tilburstow Hill. The 

viewpoint at the top was largely hidden by new tree growth, but the line of 

the South Downs could be clearly seen on the horizon. 

 

Tilburstow Hill Viewpoint  
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Part 5: Tilburstow Hill to Caterham 

 km Route Directions 

33 51.2 SCW Turn left onto A25 High Street 

34 51.7 SCW Turn right onto Church Lane which becomes Place Farm Road 

35 53.1 21  Turn right onto NCN21 which becomes Green Lane 

36 54.5 21  Turn right onto unpaved trail Roughets Lane, and continue on 
right when it merges with North Downs Way 

37 55.6 21  Bear right onto Gravelly Hill, then left onto rough unpaved 
trail  

38 56.6  Continue on Harestone Valley Road 

39 56.9  Turn right to continue on Harestone Valley Road 

40 58.5  Turn right onto Church Hill 

End 58.5  Arrive at Caterham station 

 

A short descent through Bletchingley ensued, passing the pubs and café in 

the village, then with the scarp slope of the North Downs getting ever closer, 

I soon turned off onto NCN 21 to start the climb, just before Place Farm. The 

latter is another house with connections to Anne of Cleves as it is the former 

gatehouse to Bletchingley Place and was given to her on her divorce from 

Henry VIII. The house was demolished in 1680. 

NCN 21 makes a relatively easy diagonal ascent on a firm woodland track to 

the viewpoint at Gravelly Hill. This track forms another part of the Pilgrims 

Way followed on Day 6 and is one of my favourite off-road climbs of the 

Downs. On reaching the top I went on a short distance to the viewpoint 

where I had a short snack and drink admiring the view.  

The hill to the east is topped by Pilgrim Fort, one of thirteen small polygonal 

forts that formed the line of London Defence Positions built in the 1880s and 

resurrected in World War I. These were the strongpoints of a line of trenches 

that could be quickly excavated in the event of invasion and held all the 

stores and ammunition needed by the troops manning the line. 

Finally, I retraced my route to where a rough woodland bridleway led down 

into the Caterham Valley from where it was a short ride to Caterham station 

and the train back to London Bridge.  
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Gravelly Hill Viewpoint  
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I have taken all responsible steps to ensure that these routes are safe and 

achievable by people with a reasonable level of fitness. However, all outdoor 

activities involve a degree of risk. To the extent permitted by law, I accept no 

responsibility for any accidents or injury resulting from following these 

routes. Walking and cycling routes change over time. Weather conditions 

may also affect path surfaces. Please use your own judgement when using 

the routes based upon the weather and the ability, experience and 

confidence levels of those in your group.

To donate to Pancreatic Cancer UK in support of the Oyster Wheel, then 

please go to 

https://fundraise.pancreaticcancer.org.uk/fundraisers/timboden. 

 


